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Priest in charge  

 
Jonathan Widdess 

 
jonathan@westherefordteam.org.uk 

 
01432 806470 

Funerals 
 

Please remember the departed their family and 
friends in your prayers 

 
 

15
th
 May 2026 

St Michaelôs Church Breinton 

Caroline Tipton (67) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The West Hereford  

Team Ministry Office  

Vowles Close, Hereford. HR4 0DF  

01432 273086  

office@westherefordteam.org.uk  

 

Usual Office Hours  

Monday to Friday    10.00am ð 

12.30pm  

Out of Hours  

Please leave a message on the tele-

phone answering service, or send an 

email  

All Saints Parish Office:  

High Street  

Hereford  

HR4 9AA  

01432 370414   

jm.mumford@btinternet.com  

Staffed:  

Tuesday  mornings 9 - 11am  

Thursday 9.30am - 4pm  

Answer phone at other times.  

Readers 

Malcolm Robertson    351134  

Chris Webb                353007  

chriswebb336@gmail.com  
Stuart Vince      272478  

vincesg@hotmail.co.uk  

Mike Weaver               07435094452.  

mwfires@aol.com  

Diane Bates                 01432 487485  

dianembates@icloud.com  

 

     

Baptisms  

May their lives be long and happy 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weddings 

May their lives together be long 
and happy 

 

11
th
 April 2026 

Holy Trinity Church 

Adrian & Susan 

 

2
nd
 May 2026 

St Michaelôs Church Breinton 

Jamin & Alicia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chriswebb336@gmail.com
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 Belonging 

 
Thereôs a moment, if youôve lived somewhere long enough, when you realise the place has started to know you 

back. The man at the corner shop asks after your daughter by name. Someone waves from a car you donôt    

recognise. You walk past a garden and notice the roses are out earlier than last year, and you remember last 

year, and the year before that. 

This is what belonging feels like from the inside. Not a transaction. Not a membership card. Something slower, 

made of small recognitions that accumulate until you canôt quite say when they began. 

June brings us to Trinity Sunday, which is the feast the Church gives us for thinking about who God is. The   

honest thing to say is that the doctrine of the Trinity is hard, and most attempts to explain it end either in heresy 

or in headache. But the heart of it is this: God is not a solitary figure looking out at a world from a distance. God 

is, in Godôs own self, a relationship. Father, Son and Spirit, making room for one another, knowing one another, 

and being known. 

Which means that when we talk about belonging to a place and to people, we are not talking about something 

incidental to the life of God. We are talking about something that runs all the way down. 

Our Team is a strange and beautiful thing: four parishes, three churches, one team. All Saints in the city centre, 

Holy Trinity at Whitecross, St Michaelôs at Breinton. Each with its own light, its own people, its own particular way 

of being church. And yet held together, learning to be one thing without ceasing to be three. Or four. The      

arithmetic gets interesting. 

A parish is a patch of ground with people on it, and a church somewhere near the middle, and a particular way 

the light falls on a particular Tuesday in June. Itôs also lives entangled: who shares a hedge with whom, whose 

child sat next to whose at school, who brought soup when someone was ill. None of us are who we are on our 

own. We are made by the people who have made room for us, and we make others by the room we make for 

them. 

The Trinity tells us this pattern is not just a feature of community life. It is the grain of the universe. 

Belonging takes time. It takes turning up. It also takes honesty and vulnerability, which are harder than they 

sound, because being known means letting people see what youôd rather they didnôt. The slow work of a parish, 

of any community worth the name, is the work of bearing with one another long enough that something true can 

grow. 

Wherever you are on the journey, there is room. If you have been part of this place for years, thank you for   

making room for the rest of us. If you are new, or unsure, or only here because a friend asked, you are welcome. 

The table is open. 

With love, 

Jonathan 
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ăņƆĻƜƒņὯ‐;ŨƼŭǁǊŭƓņέ 

 

ăņ‐ğƼņ‐ƹƆņğǁņŁ‐ǊƜ‐ğƓƓƜǐƓĻņ‐ǊŨğǊ‐ǊŨņ‐ÖņǤņƼņƓŁ‐;ŨƼŭǁǊŭƓņ‐;ğǊǊğƓğĻŨ‐ŭǁ‐
żƜŭƓŭƓŞ‐ǊŨņ‐ăņǁǊ‐fņƼņŝƜƼŁ‐äņğƒ‐ğǁ‐ƹğƼǊ-Ǌŭƒņ‐ ǁǁŭǁǊğƓǊ‐;ǐƼğǊņὯ‐‐‐‐
ğƹƹƜŭƓǊņŁ‐ĺǭ‐:ŭǁŨƜƹ‐ÖŭĻŨğƼŁὮ 

;ŨƼŭǁǊŭƓņ‐ǧŭƆƆ‐ĺņ‐ƆŭĻņƓǁņŁ‐ƜƓ‐­ƜƓŁğǭ‐ớǁǊ‐zǐƓņὯ‐ğƓŁ‐ǧņ‐ǧŭƆƆ‐ǧņƆĻƜƒņ‐
ŨņƼ‐ǊƜ‐ ƆƆ‐ÛğŭƓǊǁ‐ğƓŁ‐fƜƆǭ‐äƼŭƓŭǊǭ‐ƜƓ‐ÛǐƓŁğǭ‐ỜớǁǊ‐zǐƓņὯ‐ğƓŁ‐ǊƜ‐‐‐‐
ÛǊ‐­ŭĻŨğņƆᾤǁ‐ƜƓ‐ÛǐƓŁğǭ‐ỜỢǊŨ‐zǐƓņὮ 

ÛŨņ‐ŭǁ‐ğ‐ǧğƼƒ‐ğƓŁ‐ŞņƓǐŭƓņ‐ƹņƼǁƜƓὯ‐ǧŭǊŨ‐ğ‐ƼņğƆ‐ŞŭŝǊ‐ŝƜƼ‐ƹņƜƹƆņ‐ğƓŁ‐ğ‐
Łņņƹ‐ŝğŭǊŨ‐ǊƜ‐ŁƼğǧ‐ƜƓὮ‐kᾤƒ‐ĻƜƓŝŭŁņƓǊ‐ǁŨņ‐ǧŭƆƆ‐ĺņ‐ğ‐ƼņğƆ‐ŞŭŝǊ‐ǊƜ‐ǊŨņ‐
ăņǁǊ‐fņƼņŝƜƼŁ‐äņğƒὮ  

ÓƆņğǁņ‐ŨƜƆŁ‐ŨņƼ‐ŭƓ‐ƹƼğǭņƼ‐ğǁ‐ǁŨņ‐żƜŭƓǁ‐ǐǁ‐ğƓŁ‐ǁņǊǊƆņǁ‐ŭƓὮ 
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One of the things I have not quite got used to since living in Herefordshire is the multi culturalism of a large city.  We 
simply donôt have the diversity of faiths and culture our more metropolitan areas take for granted.  Difference can bring 
great benefits and the opportunities to discover cultures and traditions other than our own. Yet if we are not careful the 
politics of division and hatred can draw attention to cultural diversity in an unhelpful way which creates tension and di-
vides communities. 

So, the question I want to pose is how do you cope with difference? We all think we are good at dealing with diversity, 
but the reality is that most of us like and feel most comfortable with people just like us! We all have a certain amount of 
preference and bias, and it is important that we know how to spot our blind spots and the issues that can trip us up. Yet 
the bible speaks about difference in a positive way because it recognises all of us are unique expressions of Godôs love. 

In the very beginning of creation God created diversity and difference not just in humanity but in the entire creation.  
However, uniquely, he created human beings to reflect his divine nature. Whatever preferences we have, at heart we are 
called to treat others as we ourselves want to be treated. When we reject those who are different, we are in effect       
rejecting Godôs love for our world. 

ñLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.ó The second is this: óLove your neighbour as yourself.ô There is no command-
ment greater than these.ò 

Mark 12:30-31 

Paul recognised that difference was a key part of our faith. Christians are called to live counter culturally and that alone 
marks us as different from those around us. Our values are shaped by the kingdom and in the kingdom the differences 
that matter in this world are meaningless. Instead, Paul wants us to know that what is important is our trust in Jesus as 
our Lord because this enables us to be citizens of heaven. 

ñSo in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abrahamôs seed, 
and heirs according to the promise.ò 

Galatians 3:26-29 

Finally when we look elsewhere in the New Testament, we also find a similar message, in fact John goes further in his 
letters because he says if we love God but hate those we can see then our faith is flawed. John says when we reject  
difference, we have not let our faith shape who we are. 

ñWe love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a 
liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, 
whom they have not seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also 
love their brother and sister.ò 

1 John 4:19-21 

  

The Venerable Derek Chedzey 
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Becoming  ñ  How to really change.  

 

 

Becoming: How to Really Change  

Most of us want to change ñ to be more patient, more present, less anxious, kinder to the people who 

push our buttons. We make the promises and mean them. Then February arrives.  

This series isnõt about trying harder. Itõs about how human beings actually transform, and the resources 

ñ some of them surprising ñ that make it possible.  

Not by straining. By training.  

Part 4: Community ð No One Grows Alone  

Last month we explored why transformation needs the body. This month, why it needs other people.  

There's a story our culture tells about growth: that it happens alone. The lone figure on the mountain, 

sorting themselves out by sheer will. Good for films. Not how anyone I know has ever actually changed.  

We become who we are with other people in the room. That's true whether we like it or not, and most of 

the time we don't entirely like it.  

There was a woman in my last parish who drove me up the wall. Questioned everything. Never satisfied. 

Always had a better idea about how things ought to be done. I used to see her name in the diary and feel 

my shoulders go up.  

It took years. I don't remember the moment it shifted, only that one day I noticed I was hearing her dif-

ferently. She'd stopped feeling like an obstacle and started sounding like someone who was actually try-

ing to tell me something. We never became close. We became honest, which is rarer.  

She taught me things no one easier could have. That I wasn't as open to challenge as I'd told myself. That 

listening costs more than good intentions. That a difficult person you stay with for long enough stops 

being a problem to manage and becomes something more like a teacher you didn't choose.  

The early Christians understood this. Their letters are full of instructions to bear one another's burdens , 

and the phrase wasn't sentimental. They knew you couldn't learn patience in a room by yourself. The vir-

tues only grow where there are other people to scratch against. You can't read your way to forgiveness. 

You can't podcast your way to humility. You need actual people, and they need to know you well enough 

to disappoint you.  

This is what any decent community ends up being, whether it's gathered round a faith or a kitchen table 

or a Sunday league pitch. Less a showroom for finished people, more a greenhouse. Damp. A bit untidy. 

Full of things in the middle of becoming something.  
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JUST A REMINDER!! 

ALL ARTICLES FOR THE  JULY/AUGUST EDITION OF TEAMTALK NEED TO BE SENT TO THE TEAM OFFICE OR TO  ME  BY  

JUNE10TH 2026 

PLEASE USE THE  jesherfmag@gmail.com  ADDRESS WHEN SENDING ARTICLES DIRECT. 

USING ANOTHER EMAIL ADRESS MAY RISK  THE  LOSS OF YOUR COMMUNICATION    

WITH A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTS TEAMTALK SO LOYALLY                                                           

Editor 

sZ8 z8_8`¢Mf` ¢8 _¢ ZW µK8`

·f¦ ¦z8 f¦v 2²8v¢Mz8vz 

2²8v¢MzM`G Mz M_sfv¢ `¢ ¢f ¦zˍˍ 

FYI                                        Your Data 
In order to comply with the General Data Protection   Regulations we 
are required to make you aware that information you may have provid-
ed is stored on a secure computer and also given to distributors if 
necessary. When you give us your personal information it will be used 
either for the distribution of Teamtalk magazine or for the administra-
tion purposes of Advertising within the magazine. 
Anyone receiving a magazine via a distributor can be assured that all 
distributors are aware that the details they hold about you are confi-
dential and are not to be shared with any third parties (that is an ad-
dress and sometimes a name). 
Advertisers details are stored until they no longer wish to advertise 
with us and then their details are deleted. 

Becoming  continued  

Most of us would rather skip all that and do our growing privately. Books. Apps. A practice or two we 

keep up on our own terms. It feels cleaner. The trouble is that you can convince yourself of almost 

anything in private. You can decide you've become patient when you've simply arranged your life so 

that nothing tests it. You can think you love widely when you've only ever loved people who were 

easy to love.  

Other people are how you find out what's true.  

For Christians the church is where this is meant to happen, and at its best it does. The same logic 

applies to any group you've committed to over time and can't quietly slip away from when things turn 

awkward. A choir. A running club. The same five people round a kitchen table on a Wednesday night. 

What matters is that you've decided to stay, and that staying is sometimes difficult.  

You don't need many. Two or three is enough. People who'll notice when you're stuck. Who'll tell you 

the truth without using it as a weapon. Who'll still be there next year, and the year after. Who know 

how to forgive, because you'll need forgiving and so will they.  

When we moved, the woman from my last parish sent me a lovely message wishing me well. I think of 

her from time to time. When someone starts to get under my skin, rather than pulling away, I let it 

remind me not to.  

Next month: Through the Desert ñ Surviving the Dry Season.  
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(ÅÒÅÆÏÒÄ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌÓ 

3ÕÐÐÌÉÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌÓȢ !ÄÄÉȤ

ÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÎÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÒÅÎÏÖÁÔÉÏÎÓ Ǫ 

ÐÌÁÑÕÅÓ 

"ÅÓÔ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌÓ ÉÎ (ÅÒÅÆÏÒÄÓÈÉÒÅ 

/ÖÅÒ σπ ÙÅÁÒÓȭ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ 

ͯ -ÁÓÔÅÒ #ÒÁÆÔÓÍÁÎ ͯ 

τ-υ "ÅÅÃÈ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 0ÁÒË 

4ÉÌÌÉÎÇÔÏÎ 2ÏÁÄ 

(ÅÒÅÆÏÒÄ 

(2τ ω1* 

4ÅÌȡ πρτσς φσωωωω 

%ÍÁÉÌȡ ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÄÍÅÍÏÒÉȤ

ÁÌÓͽÏÕÔÌÏÏËȢÃÏÍ 

SAFEGUARDING EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL MULTIAGENCY SAFEGUARDING HUB 

PLEASE SEE BELOW FOR USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS: 

CHILDREN ï 01432 260800         ADULTï 01432 260715 (WEEKDAYOFFICEHOURS) 

EMERGENCY DUTY TEAM ï 03301239309 (AFTER5PM, WEEKENDS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAY) 

POLICE-999  

POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL CHILD OR ADULT CONCERN ï 01597 827666 (DAYTIME)                                                         
EMERGENCY DUTY TEAM ï 0845 0544847(AFTER5PM, WEEKENDS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAY) 

WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CHILDREN ï 01905 822666  ADULTï01905 768053 

(WEEKDAY OFFICE HOURS)  

EMERGENCY DUTY TEAMï01905 768020 (AFTER5PM, WEEKENDS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAY) NSPCC:0808 8005000  

CHILDLINE (HELPLINEFORCHILDREN):0800 1111  

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE: 0808 2000247  

ACTION ON ELDER ABUSE: 0808 8088141 

 IF YOU ARE CONCERNED THAT SOMEONE YOU  KNOW IS AT RISK OF,OR IS BEING ABUSED,OR  PRESENTS A 
RISK TO OTHERS,PLEASE SEEK ADVICE FROM A SAFEGUARDING ADVISER,OR IF NECESSARY, REPORT THE 
MATTER TO YOUR LOCAL  AUTHORITY SOCIAL CARE SERVICES OR THE POLICE WITHOUT DELAY.  

mailto:herefordmemorials@outlook.com
mailto:herefordmemorials@outlook.com
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Eco Thought for the Month 

I guess that you became aware last month of the 100th birthday celebration of Sir David Attenborough. Were you 

taken back to where you were when you watched the ñLife on Earthò programme in 1979, in which David became 

closely connected with the gorilla family in Rwanda? Even if 

you werenôt around then you will have watched many of the 

programmes on television he has done since. They were pic-

tures which made us develop an understanding for the many 

living creatures with which we share this planet we call Earth. 

 

The month of June is full of special days in which we can     

become far closer to the natural world in the neighbourhood in 

which we live by getting involved in scientific research or data 

collection. From Saturday 6
th
 to Sunday 14

th
 of June 

there are a trio of events: Love your Burial Ground 

Week, Churches Count on Nature, and National Cem-

eteries Week. We are asked to celebrate UK churchyards, cemeteries, and other types of burial grounds! Now 

I know that St Michaelôs is the only church in the team which has an open burial ground but there is the council 

cemetery on West Falling Street which has two areas which are set aside for All Saints and St Nicholas burials 

and of course Holy Trinity has a garden of remembrance. 

The suggestion is that we visit these places and make a note of what we see ï from trees and flowers to birds 

and bugs. More information can be found on caringforgodsacre.org.uk or                                                  

arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/churches-count-on-nature/  

and they do suggest, if we are recording what we find, that we get permission from the managing group for the 

site. However, this year why not go and walk round and consider whether next year it would be good to make a 

survey.  

Following Mayôs óThought for the Monthô it is possible to do a Bee Walk (beewalk.org.uk). This is run by the  

Bumblebee Conservation Trust, ñto collect data to monitor the abundance of bumblebees on transects across 

Britain. This data collection would be impossible without volunteer BeeWalkers, who identify and count the   

bumblebees they see on a monthly walk (a fixed route of around 1 to 2 km - you choose where it goes) from 

March to Octoberò. You will find out how to recognise different bees and perhaps be encouraged to take an    
interest in your surroundings when you go for a walk!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All these thoughts make it a good time to pray that more people may become passionate about protecting Godôs 

creation, to resist actions that might cause harm, and adopt actions that have a positive impact, so that in finding 

out more about the creatures with which we share our surroundings we may take more care and come to         

appreciate our world more deeply. 

 

Jean Thomson 
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Saint of the Month: Petroc (4 June) 

Petroc was likely the son of a Welsh chieftain who ï after study in Ireland and a visit to Rome - 
moved to Cornwall and founded a monastery at Lanwethinoc, now called Padstow (from Petrocôs 
óstowô or óplaceô), as well as another at Bodmin. Although he lived as a hermit, he travelled  regu-
larly to visit monasteries and found churches, and churches in Devon and Cornwall are dedicated to 
his memory. He has become known as óthe captain of Cornish saintsô.  

Wikipedia recounts that humility is a virtue strongly associated with Petroc.  

One of the pervasive stories about this describes his return from the pilgrimage to Rome and Jeru-
salem. As he set foot home in Britain under a heavy rain, he confidently told his companions that it 
would clear up by morning. Instead, the downpour lasted for many days and Petroc, ashamed of 
his presumptuousness, is said to have left on another pilgrimage, this one of penance. Itôs a virtue 
that should be sought more by leaders, saintly or secularé. 

 

 

The casket at Bodmin that once contained the saintôs relics. Photo: Michael Garlick CC BY-SA 2.0 

Down Memory Lane - 7566 Private Henry Lea  

Last November I wrote about James and Sarah Lea and their sons. I included Henry a 
son who had died during the WW1, but I hadnôt found out much about him. Well, his great 

nephew Christopher Jones got in touch with me and passed some information which his 

grandfather Arthur Lea (who came back from the war) and James Lea, Arthurôs eldest 

son, had collected.  

Henry had enlisted with the Kingôs Shropshire Light Infantry before the war in December 

1903 at Hereford and when war broke out, he was recalled as a reservist to his regiment. 

According to a Facebook post he and his brother Albert embarked from Southampton on 

the S.S. Braemar Castle at 2pm on the 8th   September 1914 with the 1st Battalion Kingôs 

Shropshire Light Infantry along with the 1st Leicestershire regiment. He landed with the 1st Battalion in France 

on September 11th, 1914, and spent the whole of his war on the western front. James Lea found out at the regi-

mental museum in Shrewsbury in 1987 that at some point, we donôt know when, Henry was for a time attached 

to the 177th Tunnelling Company Royal Engineers. In 1915 on October 9th he was wounded at Hooge, Ypres 

and later was killed in action on 19 April 1917 aged 30 (The Shropshire Regimental Museum Shrewsbury,                        

  There is an article in the Hereford Times dated Saturday 5 May 1917, which quotes the official letter to his parents in 

which they learnt of the news of Henryôs death in April: 

ñMr and Mrs Lea, River View, Upper Breinton, are among many Herefordshire parents who are this week mourning the 

loss of a son in battle. ñI am afraid I have very sad news to give you, and that this letter will be the first intimation you will 

receive, ñwrites his officer, Capt. Lyndon H Morris, of the Shropshire Regiment, to his mother.      CONTINUED OPPOSITE 
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.  

. ñIt is that your son, 75666 Pte. H. Lea, was killed in action on the 19
th
 of this month. I am afraid this will be a great blow to 

you, but I trust that the knowledge that he died on duty, and that his death was instantaneous, and therefore painless, will 

be some consolation to you in your loss. Your son, together with the rest of his platoon, had done very well in an attack 

which my company was making, and his death is a source of great regret to me and to all his friends in the company. He 

was a brave fellow and a good soldier, and one whom we could very ill afford to lose. He has been buried near where his 

regiment is now. The place of his grave has been carefully registered, and will be notified to you at a later date.ò 

At the regimental museum in Shrewsbury Christopherôs uncle, James Lea, found out that the action in which Henry died 

took place southeast of Loos. All night the artillery was bombarding the German lines when at 4.30 they stopped and then 

the company was enabled to work down the German line and capture trenches while enduring some severe bomb fighting 

during the operation. Eventually the captured trenches were consolidated, and the captured line was connected to the   

British line through Seaforth Crater. At 4.30pm the Germans counter-attacked but after a severe bombardment they were 

repulsed. ñSadly, the area was fought over many times, before an armistice was reached, and Henryôs grave was lost. He 

is now remembered on the memorial wall to the missing, at óDud Cornerô cemetery, nr Loos, Franceò (Christopher Jones) 

His name is also on the Roll of Honour, 

 In the photo on the right, Christopher Jones believes that it shows Henry sitting and Christopherôs grandfather Arthur 

standing. Perhaps they both came home for a short time and had the photo taken before they returned to the front. 

 
We donôt know where Henry worked on the front with the 

177
th
 Tunnelling Company but I looked online to find out 

what the company did during the war and discovered 

that several men lost their lives while tunnelling beneath 

the enemy lines near Hooge during the defence of Ypres 

between November 1915 and August 1917. This seems 

too much of a coincidence when we know that it was at 

Hooge that Henry was wounded in 1915. Tunnelling was 

at first a tactic our British army did not contemplate until 

the Germans used the technique in 1914. Historically the 

tactic had always been used in siege warfare when at-

tacking cities and castles, but the army realised that it 

was important to break into enemy entrenched positions 

during defensive trench warfare and so the blowing of 

mines under enemy front lines was developed but not 

without human loss during the tunnelling and when the 

mines were detonated. 

Henry was a very brave man. Perhaps some of you have 

read Sebastian Faulkes book ñBirdsongò and will remem-

ber the description of the tunnelling told by Sebastian. I 

found it hard to keep reading as nothing would make me 

want to tunnel under  enemy lines! 

Jean Thomson with many thanks for the help from Christopher Jones   
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Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust  

We awarded Ã62,000 in grants to Herefordshire churches at the last meeting. Please support us to help our churches. 

www.hhct.co.uk 

 

Events in June  

Saturday 13th. June 6.30pm Music in Country Churches in Dore Abbey featuring the internationally renowned             

Gothic Voices. 

Echoes of An Old Hall 

Dore Abbeyôs grandeur tells the remarkable story of Englandôs monastic past. This concert is an opportunity for you 

to experience what that past sounded like. Gothic Voices will explore the music of the Old Hall Manuscript ï an 

extraordinary artefact and the most substantial source of music from 14thï and 15th-century England. The evening 

promises to be a celebration of the magnificent architecture of Dore Abbey and the music which adorned it. 

Tickets from https://musicincountrychurches.org.uk/concerts-in-2026/ 

Saturday 20th. June 6.00pm óCome and Singô A collaboration between HHCT, Shropshire Historic Churches Trust 

and  Dudley and Worcester Historic Churches Trust. In addition Octavo will be singing in impressive surroundings. 

 

Come and Sing Vivaldi's Gloria and Zadok the Priest in the wonderful óminiô cathedral of St. Michael and 

All Angels Church, Tenbury with conductor John Moore 

Tickets from https://www.tickettailor.com/events/herefordshirehistoricchurchestrust/2040067 

 

For members : AGM at Elton Church and tea at Elton Hall. 

 

Or visit our website www.hhct.co.uk 

https://gothicvoices.co.uk/
https://musicincountrychurches.org.uk/concerts-in-2026/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/herefordshirehistoricchurchestrust/2040067
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14  JUNE 2026 
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DONõT MISS IT!! 
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FIREWOOD  
FOR SALE 
 
Oak & Ash  
Firewood  
 

 
 

Bulk Bags or  
Trailer Load  
 Delivered  

 
For more details  

please contact Jason  
07774176840 or  

01432 358083  

  

Dereck Williams  

Experienced Local  

Painter & Decorator  

01432 265504  

Mobile: 07956 024 283  

 

20 Grantham Close,  

 Belmont, Hereford.  

HR2 7ZG 

 

 

R Brown Carpentry & 

Property Services  

 

City & Guilds Qualified  

07854 692 765  

 

Richard.brown301  

@yahoo.co.uk  
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Trust130 home insurance offer 

For every new home insurance policy taken out with Ec-
clesiastical Insurance, they are donating Ã130 to a 
church of the policyholderôs choice through their 
Trust130 promotion

1
. 

Since 2017, Ecclesiastical have donated over Ã430,000 
to churches chosen by our customers through this pro-
motion. To help more churches take advantage of these 
donations they have extended the offer to run throughout 
2023. To take advantage of this offer please call their 
team for a quote on 0800 7830 130 and quote Trust130 
and be sure to mention St Michaelôs Breinton! 

St Michaelôs Breinton has already benefited from this 
scheme and would be delighted to receive more funds 
through this route. So when your home insurance is due, 
please consider calling  Ecclesiastical Insurance. 

Please note that this request does not constitute a rec-

ommendation and you should make your own judgement 

of what is the best policy for you.  

For all enquiries regarding advertising 

PLEASE CONTACT  
Advertising co-ordinator 

Jacqui Tonge 
 

Tel: 07828055727 
jaquitonge@yahoo.co.uk  
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Pilgrimage is a spiritual journey with the intention of meeting God 

 

 

In  my twenty five years as a pilgrim I have travelled in Europe, the Holy Land and the British Isles.  I have walked on my 
own, with my family, as part of a group and as a group leader, along centuries old routes such as those to Santiago de 
Compostela and brand new ones created in the Kington Benefice in 2025.  Pilgrimage forms the bedrock of my spirituality; 
it is how I pray and how I best meet God.   

My interest in this practice of spirituality was originally sparked by a combination of events. Firstly, on a practical level, I 
was searching for a cheap holiday which would appeal both to teenagers and babies ï such is the age spread of our     
family.  A pilgrimage is, above all, an adventure.  We step out onto a path which will take us on a journey and we never 
really know what is going to happen.  Even if the route is familiar and we have walked it many times before, the unexpected 
is always round the corner.  Our children loved the idea of a journey with a purpose, enjoyed the self-sufficiency of carrying 
everything we needed on our backs, and relished the variety of hostels, campsites and refuges which form the accommo-
dation of a long distance pilgrim.   

But there is a deeper purpose to a pilgrimage ï it is more than simply an enjoyable walk. 

A Christian pilgrimage is a spiritual journey with the intention of meeting God.  We may be encountering Him for the first 
time, as we move from wondering about our concept of The Other, to discovering the gospel message of profound love for 
every individual as expressed in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We may be seeking to deepen our       
relationship with Him, through time spent on our own, liberated from our daily timetable and able to fall into a rhythm of 
prayer and reflection which matches our footsteps as we walk.  We may simply be intending to spend time in creation, 
dwelling in the moment,  savouring every aspect with all of our senses, realizing that God speaks to us not just through 
words but through our surroundings as well.  

The gifts of pilgrimage do not stop when the walk ends.  Just as the pilgrimage is a metaphor for our Christian journey 
through this world, so can the lessons learnt whilst on route be applied not only to our spiritual life but to our emotional and 
physical one as well.  Wisdoms such as living lightly, sharing our burdens, being true to our path and navigating obstacles 
all have their parallel in our daily existence.  Above all, we are encouraged to enjoy the journey, relish every moment and 
hold in our hearts the knowledge that we never travel alone but with Jesus Christ as our route, our companion and our   
journeyôs end.  

Revôd Doctor Sally Welch 

March 2026 

The Rev'd Dr Sally Welch is 

Vicar of the Kington        

Benefice, where she has 

developed a Pilgrim Path for 

each of the five parishes  
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Hair @Home 

Fully Qualified 

20years experience 

Ladies, Gents and Children 

Senior citizens 

Telephone 

07425 135570  

 

 

M_sfv¢ `¢ˍ sëĆĀÙ ĀĥÿÌÙĖĚ æĆĖ ġëÙ KÙĖÙæĆĖÓ vĥĖÀú `ĆĖġë zÀæÙĖ `ÙíçëÌĆĥĖëĆĆÓ ¢ÙÀÿː 

s- zġÙæÀĀ KÀĲÙĚ ʴʻʻʻʷʴʹʸʶʷʸ s-zf -ëĖíĚġíĀÀ KĆĲÀĖÓ ʴʻʻʻʷʴʹʶʹʶʽ s-zf ÓÀÿ µÙĚġúÀ÷Ù ʴʻʻʻʷʴʹʶʹʼʴ 

¢ëÙĚÙ ÎĆĀġÀÎġ ĀĥÿÌÙĖĚ ÀĖÙ ĀĆġ æĆĖ ÎĖíÿÙ ĖÙÎĆĖÓíĀç ĆĖ æĆĖ ĥĖçÙĀġ ÎÀúúĚː 

¢ëÙĚÙ ĚëĆĥúÓ ÌÙ ÓíĖÙÎġÙÓ ġĆ ġëÙ ÙÿÙĖçÙĀÎĴ ĀĥÿÌÙĖ ʵʴʵ ĆĖ ĆĀúíĀÙ ĖÙÎĆĖÓíĀç Ćæ ÎĖíÿÙĚ Àġ ġëÙ ĲÙÌĚíġÙ

ëġġēĚˊ˖˖ĲĲĲːĲÙĚġÿÙĖÎíÀːēĆúíÎÙːĥ÷ 
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SUPPORT FOR                  
EDUCATION 

Do you live in Breinton?  Are 
you at university and needing 
books for your course?  Or are 
you a teenager who needs 
equipment for a Duke of Edin-
burgh Award?  Maybe you 
need help in buying school 
uniform for your children? 

Breinton has access to limited 
funds which come partly from 
the rental of land left many 
years ago to  support the  
education of young people in 
the Parish.  This money is 
carefully managed for your 
use and you are invited to 
apply for it. If you are         
interested, either for yourself 
or for your child, please      
telephone  Helen  on 353850 

Community Wheels. 

This is a Voluntary Service for people who no longer drive or who have never 
driven a car. 

Potential drivers volunteer for as much time as they can give to drive people to 
hospital doctor  dentist and other              appointments within the city and sur-
rounds. 

The Service is desperately short of drivers so as a customer I am appealing to 
people within St. Michaelôs Parish and their friends to please consider doing some 
of these trips.  

It is a great help to people especially when taxis are not always available.. You 
are reimbursed for your  petrol. 

If you are interested please contact Community Wheels on  01568 615785   

Both the business and the customers will be very grateful for your help and sup-
port.    

Ann Powell (01432 266432) 

 
 

 If you wish to help St 

Michaelõs and have a 

Smartphone, you might like to 

use this QR code which will 

take you to our             

Give a Little Page.                              

Thank you for your support.  

STOP PRESS.. 

Breinton News. 

A new councillor  is now in place. 

Dr. Chris Easter has joined the  

Parish Council team, 

 

WELCOME CHRIS! 

Alõs GARDEN CARE   

For your garden maintenance 

needs including: mowing,  

strimming, shrub & small 

tree pruning  

Specialist fruit tree pruning and 

training. 

No job too small 

ALASTAIR CONWAY 

07740782211 

01432359655 

 

2Ć ĴĆĥ ĖÙÎĆçĀíĚÙ

ġëíĚ ÌÙÀĥġíæĥú ĚġÀíĀÙÓ

çúÀĚĚˑ 

Mæ ĴĆĥ ÓĆĀġ˫ ĆĖ ĲĆĥúÓ

úí÷Ù ġĆ æíĀÓ Ćĥġ ÀÌĆĥġ

íġ ēúÙÀĚÙ ĖÙÀÓ ēÀçÙ

ʶʷˍ 
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St Nicholas Mothersô Union 

Theme 2025 -2028 Join us and Join in.  We are changing lives! 1876 ï 2026 

 

  We didnôt have meetings in April and May, but they were busy months.  We had the news on Wednesday 1 
April that Irene Bushell had died that morning, Irene was very much involved with St Nicholas Church and Mothersô Union 
holding various offices during her life.  Her funeral, held on Friday 8 May in the Lady Chapel, of Hereford Cathedral, was led 
by Preb Rob North. 

  On the 14 April some of us were able to go to Cusop for the Tree Planting in memory of Mothersô Union Trustee Janet    
Bumford. 

  On the 23 April we attended a Quiet Afternoon, led by our chaplain Revd Penny Littlewood, at Leominster, the theme was 
Blessings.  I am truly blessed to have known Irene and Janet. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

  At our June meeting we will focus on our Wave of Prayer links and our projects.   

Do join us if you can. 

 

 On Sunday 9 August 2026, when we celebrate Mary Sumner day, and our 150 year anniversary, we are having a 
celebration service and tea at Colwall, watch this space for more details ï if you would like to join us for this celebration please 
contact me. 

  On Sunday 23 August we are celebrating in Hereford Cathedral during the Evensong service which will 
have a Mothersô Union theme. 

June 

Mon 1  2.15  MU meeting, Priceôs Chapel Bricknell Close 

Mon 8 - Wed 10  Wave of Prayer 

  Yambio, South Sudan, Garissa Kenya, Mbamili            
Nigeria, Willochra Australia, Thailand, Hereford England  

Wed 10 5.00 pm 150 Celebratory Service - St Paulôs Cathedral,                  
  London 

Thurs 11 Midday Prayers, Cathedral 

 10.30 Annual Gathering - The Emmanuel Centre (next to Mary Sumner House, London). 

Mon 15 Diocesan Council, Kimbolton  

 

July 

Mon 6  2.15 MU meeting, Priceôs Chapel Bricknell Close 

Thurs 9 Midday Prayers, Cathedral 

 

August 

Mon 3  No meeting 

Sun 9           2.00 pm Mary Sumner Day Service, Colwall Church, followed by refreshments. 

Thurs 13 Midday Prayers, Cathedral,  

Sun 23  3.30 pm Evensong, Hereford Cathedral 

 

16 Days of Activism 25 Nov to 10 Dec 

 

Please see church notice sheets for updates about meetings and just our theme says  

Join Us and Join In. 

If you want more details please contact me: 07988 750673,  

 

Anne Newman 
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Traherne Festival 2026: 6
th

-8
th
 June 

This yearôs Traherne Festival begins on Saturday 6th June at Credenhill Church ï where Traherne was minister ï at 
9.30 with a Prayer Book Communion service followed by talks and presentations at the church and a lovely catered lunch at 
nearby Stretton Sugwas Village Hall.  

 

We begin with talks by two internationally-renowned Traherne scholars, Dr Keith Clements on óAs for the Anabaptists, that 
abhor the baptising of infants éô  and Dr Julia Smith on óHow to look at an insect: Traherne and the smallest life in all natureô. 

 

The Festival then changes gear as folk singer/songwriter Deborah Rose talks about her personal journey into the poetry of 
Traherne, and historical dance expert and dancer Anne Francis speaks about the type of dancing that prompted one of     
Traherneôs meditations, describing its history and showing some videos. 

 

On Sunday we move to the Traherne family church, All Saints Hereford for a eucharist at 9.30 led by the Bishop of Hereford 
with Dr Sean Cathie preaching. American scholar Dr Jacob Blevins will then lead a close reading of one of Traherneôs       
poems, before we share another tasty lunch. Finally Bishop David Thomson will interview three artists about their work on    
Traherne themes, before leading our AGM and Evensong. 

 

The Monday sees us enjoying a day out in Ledbury with guided visits to places dating back to Traherneôs times and lunch at 
The Feathers. 

 

Advance booking, by 18th May, is essential. Details and a booking form are 
at                                                                                                                                                                                                    

  https://thomastraherneassociation.org/Events.php or contact Hilary Rosanciewicz on hilary.jackson@talktalk.net. 

 

https://thomastraherneassociation.org/Events.php
mailto:hilary.jackson@talktalk.net
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Garry Icke 
PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATOR 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
 

PAPER HANGING 
COVING 

WALL & FLOOR TILING 

BATHROOMS 

Tel:  01432 350953 

Mobile:  07815982124 

 

 

 

 

For all enquiries about  

advertising 

please contact  

Jacqui Tonge 

jaquitonge@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Tel 07828055727 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent local business  

No job too small  

Fully Insured 

          For a free no -obligation quote please call:   

07740 782211 

     Up to 3 -storey properties,  

       no scaffolding or ladders needed  

 

CHOOSE YOUR CARPET AT HOME 

We can lift and dispose of your existing carpet 

CARPET  Å  VINYL  Å  KARNDEAN 

OAK FLOORING  Å  LAMINATE 

For a free, no obligation estimate call 

01432 266969 

A first-class service from a local                 

Hereford Business 

www.homechoiceflooring.co.uk 

mailto:jaquitonge@yahoo.co.uk
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  Bellringing in the West Hereford Team    

 
On Saturday 9 May 2026 we were pleased to be part of the Hereford Diocesan Guild of Belllringers Festival.  The 
annual festival and AGM is held in a different district each year.  The ringing route started at St Bartholomewôs 
Holmer, before visiting St Nicholas Hereford (with permission from the Diocese) and All Saints Hereford.   
 
The day was based at St Peters Hereford with activities for all to take part in.  The Burghill and Tillington Handbell 
Ringers gave demonstrations and welcomed people to óhave a goô.  Dr John Eisel, Ringing Master at All Saints 
and Historian, gave tower tours for people to see the ancient unringable bells of St Peterôs.  Various bellringing 
related merchandise was on sale.  Outside St Peterôs was a mini-ring ï basically a mobile structure with small 
bells that are rung in the same style as tower bellringing.  This attracted quite a crowd with lots of people having a 
go! 
 
Refreshments, provided by St Peterôs congregation and enjoyed by all, were available until 1.30 pm when we as-
sembled for a group photo to celebrate the 140

th
 Anniversary of the Guild. 

 
Revd Andy Morgan then led our service and The Rt Revd Richard Jackson - Bishop of Hereford gave the ad-
dress, mentioning the virtues of bellringers within the church and their ministry and mission. 
 
Afterwards the AGM was held in the SPSJ Hall and the church was prepared for the concert being held that even-
ing, the musicians were arriving as we were vacating the church. 
 
All day long St Peterôs church was alive with activity, to add to the fun a St Petersô PCC meeting was held in their 
hall.  A busy day for the Guild and St Peters! 
 
Anne Newman 
 

 
Registered Charity No. 11005766 
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Private, self-catering, spacious family 

house close to the picturesque village of 

Dale in the heart of the Pembrokeshire 

Coast National Park.  

Ideal for water sports, walking and chilling. 

Fully equipped for up to 9 guests.  

Private parking, large garden, wi -fi, EV 

charger.  

For further details and availability please 

call Andrew on 01432 264091 

 


